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Dear Colleagues,

I first have to thank everyone for the outpouring of support these last couple of days as I
transi�oned from interim to permanent chair. Although it’s not so different today than
last week, it feels remarkably more stable. Importantly, I think we all feel ready to set our
eyes on the horizon and begin the forward work of steering our department into the
future and beyond the pandemic. 

With our energy and focus rightly a�ending to the crisis at our doorstep, it may seem
audacious to make plans for an aggressive post-COVID recovery. But that is what we have
to do. This pandemic will not last forever, but it will leave las�ng imprints in virtually
every single thing that we do.

The prior eight chairs of medicine at Vanderbilt created a strong legacy and a history of
innova�on, excep�onalism, and commitment to human health that is the pla�orm of our
work today. Thank you to Dr. John Sergent who provided me a brief history of the
department chairs. These leaders, from Dr. Canby Robinson in the 1920s, who built
Medical Center North as a place to bring the hospital, teaching, and research enterprise
under one roof, have each advanced this vision that the tripar�te mission must be closely
integrated and collabora�ve in their own ways. Blurring the lines between clinical,
educa�on, and inves�ga�on with open and effec�ve collabora�on has been the secret
sauce.

I was reminded that each of the prior chairs also faced na�onal and global existen�al
threats. This department was formed on the heels of the last great pandemic and has
weathered the Great Depression, the Jim Crow era and Civil Rights Movement, World
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War II, the Cold War, the Great Recession, and natural disasters such as the 2010
Nashville Flood. And with each episode the department emerged stronger, more focused,
and ready to lead the cause of advancing medicine. This department at its core is a
model for crea�vity and passion for medicine that will propel us into the exci�ng future
ahead that is making health care personal.

I am truly grateful for this opportunity to be a part of this great history, and I am
enthusias�cally op�mis�c about our direc�on as we create new paradigms to advance
human medicine and pave the way for a bright and exci�ng future.

Sincerely and with greatest regards,

Kim

Follow us on Twitter!
@KimrynRathmell
@VUMC_Medicine

 * If you are a Vanderbilt employee or patient with fever, cough, or shortness of breath and are concerned
about the coronavirus, call (888) 312-0847 to be assessed. If you become ill while at work, they will direct
you to the testing site on campus. Employees will have their tests flagged for rapid resulting as of tests sent
this afternoon. 

* COVID-19 Public Information Hotline: (877) 857-2945, available daily (10 a.m.-10 p.m.)

* Continue to review myVUMC and the COVID website for institutional information.

* For information on how faculty members can support students in traumatic times, see article published by
the Chronicle of Higher Education, "Coping with Coronavirus."
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MEDICINE GRAND ROUNDS LIVESTREAM LINK

SUBSCRIBE NOW TO THE NEW VANDERBILT HEALTH PODCAST!

VANDERBILT HEALTH DNA: DISCOVERIES IN ACTION

Check out the new podcast series, "Vanderbilt Health DNA: Discoveries in Action." On
Friday, the series was named to Apple’s “Top Shows” in Science podcasts and is still
highlighted as “new show” in Science as well as Health/Fitness.

DNA is a 10-episode show that dives into vaccines; technologies and visions shaping
how and when people get care; unconscious bias; health equity; imposter syndrome;
neurosurgery; COVID-19; the vanguard of imagining the future of inclusive and diverse
care and health systems; REDCap, and more.

Summary of Major Literature Related to COVID-19
(July 27-August 10)
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Department of Medicine Website

Mission Statement
Our Mission is to inspire interest in the prevention of disease and the promotion of human health, to cultivate
biomedical discovery, and educate tomorrow's leaders for internal medicine. We especially seek those
physicians who provide compassionate care while translating new knowledge into meaningful improvements
in health outcome.

This application of science to medicine is enhanced by interdisciplinary collaboration, fiscal responsibility,
advancement of social and intellectual diversity, commitment to self-learning, and a professionalism
dedicated to teamwork and collegiality. These values promote the best interests of internal medicine at
Vanderbilt and further strengthen our social contract with the community we serve.

Additional links:

Vanderbilt-Ingram Cancer Center

Vanderbilt Heart and Vascular Institute (VHVI) Newsletter

DISCOVER Newsletter

https://medicine.vumc.org/
https://www.vicc.org/
https://medicine.vumc.org/sites/default/files/documents/ca-docs/VHVI-Newsletter-2019%20Digital.Final_winter-2019-SR-edits.pdf
https://discover.vumc.org/

