
Faculty Joining the Department of Medicine Between 7/1/2019 & 12/31/2019

Assistant Professor

Hometown: East Brunswick, NJ

Previous Role/Title: Fellow - Medical Oncology

Specialty: Gastrointestinal Medical Oncology

Interests/Achievements: Dr. Agarwal will be an Assistant Professor of Medicine in the Division of Hematology/Oncology at Vanderbilt. He received his 
undergraduate degree in philosophy from Columbia University and his medical degree from the University of Chicago Pritzker 
School of Medicine. He then completed his residency training in internal medicine at Duke University Medical Center before 
completing fellowship training in medical oncology at Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center (MSK). During his fellowship, Dr. 
Agarwal developed a specific research interest in how to best utilize the principles of palliative and supportive care for patients with 
advanced cancer, particularly within the context of rapidly evolving immune-oncology, genomic-driven targeted therapy, and 
investigational cancer therapeutics. He is the first fellow to pioneer a dual training path and complete a second fellowship in hospice 
and palliative medicine at MSK. To support his research, he received a 2018 Conquer Cancer Foundation Young Investigator Award 
from the American Society of Clinical Oncology. 

His clinical interests lie in the treatment of patients with gastrointestinal malignancies. He ultimately plans to build his academic 
career at Vanderbilt as a gastrointestinal medical oncologist and clinical investigator, to design and conduct patient-focused 
research that aims to improve comprehensive cancer care and inform new paradigms for the integration of palliative care and 
oncology.

Rajiv Agarwal, MD

Previous Institution: Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center

Division of Hematology/Oncology

Education/Training: M.D. - University of Chicago

Instructor

Hometown: Omaha, NE

Previous Role/Title: Housestaff

Specialty: Cardiology

Interests/Achievements: Vineet Agrawal is a translational physician-scientist with a clinical and research focus on heart failure with preserved ejection fraction 
(HFpEF) and pulmonary hypertension (PH). His research utilizes a number of techniques, including clinical imaging, clinical 
genomics, and molecular biology in cell culture models, induced pluripotent stem cell models, animal models, and human/clinical 
studies to study HFpEF and PH. His current basic research is investigating the role of natriuretic peptide signaling in the 
development and progression of metabolic syndrome-induced PH and HFpEF. He is specifically interested in the role of natriuretic 
peptide receptor C (NPRC) in cardiovascular and pulmonary vascular homeostasis. Vineet Agrawal completed his undergraduate 
training at Duke University in biomedical and electrical engineering. He completed his MD and PhD training in the Medical Scientist 
Training Program (MSTP) at the University of Pittsburgh, his residency training in internal medicine in the Osler Medical Training 
Program at Johns Hopkins Hospital, and his fellowship in cardiovascular medicine at Vanderbilt University Medical Center.

Vineet Agrawal, MD, PhD

Previous Institution: Johns Hopkins Hospital

Division of Cardiovascular 

Medicine

Education/Training: M.D. - University of Pittsburgh

Ph.D. - University of Pittsburgh
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Faculty Joining the Department of Medicine Between 7/1/2019 & 12/31/2019

Assistant Professor

Hometown: Houston, TX

Previous Role/Title: Co-Founder, Practice Manager

Specialty: Internal Medicine

Interests/Achievements: Dr. Emily Barker graduated from Tulane University School of Medicine in 2002. After completing her training in internal medicine at 
Vanderbilt University Medical Center, Dr. Barker was on the faculty at the University of California in San Diego for two years where 
she taught third-year medical students during their internal medicine rotation and served as Co-Medical Director of VA San Diego's 
Systems Redesign, a national collaboration for quality improvement in VA hospitals. 

In 2009, Dr. Barker co-developed River Oaks Doctors Group (RODG) in Houston, TX, after realizing that modern medicine did not 
allow her to practice in a way she felt every patient deserved. While at RODG and continuing today, she thrives on close and lasting 
relationships with her patients as though they are family. Every text and phone call she receives gives her confidence in the care she 
is providing to her patients. She knows who they are, what medications they are taking, and who their families are. Dr. Barker 
believes nothing is more rewarding than making a difference in the life of someone who has entrusted his or her health and well-
being to her.

Dr. Barker is married to Dr. Colin Barker, and they have four children and two dogs.

Emily Barker, MD

Previous Institution: River Oaks Doctors Group

Division of General Internal 

Medicine and Public Health

Education/Training: M.D. - Tulane University School of Medicine

Instructor in Clinical Medicine

Hometown: Nashville, TN

Previous Role/Title: M.D.

Specialty: Family Medicine

Interests/Achievements: Dr. Boura is interested in global health improvement initiatives, especially with respect to women and pediatrics. She would like to 
travel to third-world countries and be involved in improving healthcare in those countries. From a clinician’s viewpoint, she 
appreciates the dynamic settings of urgent care, yet welcomes the academic side of medicine to expand her knowledge base. She 
enjoys cooking, traveling, going on medical missions, exploring different cultures and traditions, outdoor activities (e.g., zip-lining, jet 
skiing, hiking), and will partake in just about anything that enables her to conquer her fears. She is fluent in Farsi, Urdu, Pashtu, 
Hindi, Dari, and has a working knowledge of Spanish and French.

Sadiqa Boura, MD

Previous Institution: LSU Family Medicine

Division of General Internal 

Medicine and Public Health

Education/Training: M.D. - University of Medicine & Health Sciences
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Faculty Joining the Department of Medicine Between 7/1/2019 & 12/31/2019

Assistant Professor of Clinical 

Medicine

Hometown: Columbia, SC

Previous Role/Title: Primary Care Physician

Specialty: Internal Medicine

Interests/Achievements: Dr. Bowers received her bachelor's degree from Duke University in Durham, NC, and her medical degree from Emory University in 
Atlanta, GA. After completing her internal medicine residency at Baylor School of Medicine, she remained in Houston, TX, to join a 
large, private, multi-specialty physician group. There, she spent seven years as a primary care physician, including call for inpatient 
admissions and being a clinical instructor for internal medicine residents at Baylor. Dr. Bowers and her family relocated to Fort 
Myers, FL, between 2017-2019 where she practiced outpatient medicine for a federally qualified healthcare center (FQHC) that 
supported the uninsured and under-insured community. She looks forward to bringing her experience to Vanderbilt from working in a 
variety of healthcare settings, in various clinical roles, and with diverse patient populations.

Clinical interests include preventive health care and behavioral health integration.

Eve Bowers, MD

Previous Institution: Lee Community Healthcare

Division of General Internal 

Medicine and Public Health

Education/Training: M.D. - Emory University School of Medicine

Assistant Professor of Clinical 

Medicine

Hometown: Farmingville, NY

Previous Role/Title: Assistant Professor of Clinical Medicine

Specialty: Hospital Medicine

Interests/Achievements: Dr. Ryan Buckley is thrilled to join the Vanderbilt family as an Assistant Professor of Clinical Medicine in the Section of Hospital 
Medicine. He grew up on Long Island before moving south to attend the University of Florida for his undergraduate studies in food 
science and human nutrition. He received his MD from the University of South Florida and completed residency at the Medical 
University of South Carolina. Dr. Buckley then served as Chief Resident in Quality and Patient Safety at the Ralph H. Johnson VA 
Medical Center in Charleston, South Carolina. He has spent the last three years as an academic hospitalist at the University of 
Pennsylvania where he was a member of the QI Core Faculty in the Department of Medicine and filled various roles in quality 
improvement education in both undergraduate and graduate medical programs. His academic interests include healthcare delivery 
innovation, QI education, design thinking, curriculum development, and the interplay between patient safety and provider wellness. 
He is excited to develop creative solutions to new challenges that await him in his role as Director of the Faculty Development 
Program for the Section of Hospital Medicine. When outside the hospital, Ryan enjoys running, cooking, traveling, exploring local 
restaurants, and just spending time at home with his family.

Ryan Buckley, MD

Previous Institution: University of Pennsylvania

Division of General Internal 

Medicine and Public Health

Education/Training: M.D. - University of South Florida
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Faculty Joining the Department of Medicine Between 7/1/2019 & 12/31/2019

Assistant Professor

Hometown:

Previous Role/Title:

Specialty:

Interests/Achievements:

Hina Budhwani, MD, MPH

Previous Institution:

Division of Geriatric Medicine

Education/Training: M.D. - St. George's University

M.P.H. - The University of Texas School of Public 
Health

Assistant Professor

Hometown: Denver, CO

Previous Role/Title: Clinical Fellow

Specialty: Infectious Diseases

Interests/Achievements: Kelly Byrge is Assistant Professor of Medicine in the Division of Infectious Diseases at Vanderbilt. She received her MD from 
Georgetown University School of Medicine and completed her residency and fellowship at Vanderbilt.

Kelly Byrge, MD

Previous Institution: Vanderbilt University Medical Center

Division of Infectious Diseases

Education/Training: M.D. - Georgetown University
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Faculty Joining the Department of Medicine Between 7/1/2019 & 12/31/2019

Assistant Professor

Hometown: Louisville, KY

Previous Role/Title: Fellow

Specialty: Critical Care Medicine

Interests/Achievements: Dr. Jonathan Dale Casey received his baccalaureate degree (2006) in chemistry from Vanderbilt University and his MD (2010) from 
the University of Louisville School of Medicine, where he was the top overall graduate. During his residency from 2010-2013 at 
Brigham and Women's Hospital in Boston, he garnered awards for empathetic patient care and was also named Chief Resident in 
2015. In 2019 Dr. Casey completed the fellowship program at Vanderbilt in pulmonary and critical care medicine. He is an excellent 
teacher and was presented the Roger Des Prez Award for Teaching Excellence in 2017. He further enhanced his knowledge of 
epidemiology, biostatistics, and clinical research during his fellowship by completing a Master of Science in Clinical Investigation 
(May 2019). Jonathan Casey is driven toward long-term success as a researcher. Under the direction of his mentors, Matt Semler, 
Todd Rice, and Gordon Bernard, he has devised novel and efficient research methodologies to study fluid management, airway 
management, oxygen targets, and post-extubation respiratory support. He is adept at the design, conduct, and analysis of clinical 
trials and has served as principal investigator on several. Dr. Casey has helped to develop the Pragmatic Critical Care Research 
Group, a clinical trial network of clinical researchers in 20 intensive care units and emergency departments in the U.S. He serves a 
critical role within the network as head of the clinical coordinating center. In addition to providing experience in the administration of 
large, multicenter trials, this position provides opportunities to design and lead large multicenter clinical trials.

Jonathan Casey, MD, MSCI

Previous Institution: Vanderbilt University Medical Center

Division of Allergy, Pulmonary, 

and Critical Care Medicine

Education/Training: M.D. - University of Louisville School of Medicine

M.S.C.I. - Vanderbilt University School of Medicine

Assistant Professor

Hometown: Boulder, CO

Previous Role/Title: Resident

Specialty: Internal Medicine

Interests/Achievements: Dr. Angela Chen recently joined the Vanderbilt faculty in the Division of General Internal Medicine and Public Health, with a focus on 
primary care. After spending equal parts of her childhood in Houston, TX, and Boulder, CO, she completed a Bachelor of Arts in 
cognitive science at Rice University, medical school at New York University School of Medicine, and residency at Vanderbilt 
University. Her husband is also a physician, currently training in pulmonary critical care. In her free time, she enjoys hiking, skiing, 
music, and spending time with family. She is very excited about this opportunity and looks forward to being a part of the Vanderbilt 
team.

Angela Chen, MD

Previous Institution: Vanderbilt University Medical Center

Division of General Internal 

Medicine and Public Health

Education/Training: M.D. - New York University School of Medicine
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Faculty Joining the Department of Medicine Between 7/1/2019 & 12/31/2019

Assistant Professor of Clinical 

Medicine

Hometown: Johnson City, TN

Previous Role/Title: Assistant Professor of Medicine

Specialty: Hematology

Interests/Achievements: Michelle Chi is Assistant Professor of Clinical Medicine in the Division of Hematology/Oncology. She received her BS in biology from 
the University of Tennessee in Knoxville and her MD from the Tennessee Center for Health Science in Memphis. Dr. Chi’s clinical 
interest in is in benign hematology, particularly in hemostasis and thrombosis with a focus on women’s health and transition of care 
between pediatric and adult hematology.

Michelle Chi, MD

Previous Institution: University of Tennessee Health Science Center

Division of Hematology/Oncology

Education/Training: M.D. - University of Tennessee Health Science 
Center

Research Instructor

Hometown: St. Louis, MO

Previous Role/Title: Postdoctoral Research Fellow

Specialty: Epidemiology; Behavioral Cardiovascular Medicine

Interests/Achievements: Dr. Chichetto is a formally trained social worker and epidemiologist in the areas of alcohol use and health outcomes among high-risk 
populations, with a focus on persons living with HIV (PLWH). Her primary focus as an epidemiologist is investigating the health 
implications of common behavioral syndemics, particularly concurrent unhealthy alcohol use, cigarette smoking, and depressive 
symptoms. Her primary career goal is to improve health outcomes (e.g., cardiovascular disease) associated with behavioral health 
conditions among PLWH and other clinical populations. She plans to establish an interdisciplinary research program designed to 
develop and evaluate interventions for those with multiple behavioral conditions. Dr. Chichetto is specifically interested in bridging 
the gap between mechanistic research and implementation science by focusing on biologically informed pathways (e.g., the gut 
microbiome) for interventions to reduce inflammation, and by extension, end organ disease (e.g., CVD) that can treat and/or prevent 
the impact of behavioral syndemics. She is skilled in both qualitative and quantitative research methods. She has used qualitative 
approaches to understand and conceptualize the state of alcohol use screening and treatment in primary HIV care. Moreover, she 
specializes in longitudinal data analysis including multivariate analyses (i.e., mixed effects modeling, generalized estimating 
equations, and structural equation modeling), time-to-event analyses (i.e., Cox proportional hazard modeling), and pattern analyses 
(i.e., group-based trajectory modeling).

Natalie Chichetto, PhD

Previous Institution: Vanderbilt University Medical Center

Division of Cardiovascular 

Medicine

Education/Training: Ph.D. - University of Florida
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Faculty Joining the Department of Medicine Between 7/1/2019 & 12/31/2019

Research Instructor

Hometown: Birmingham, AL

Previous Role/Title: Assistant Professor & Director, MS in Nutrition 
Program

Specialty: Metabolic Regulation, Diabetes

Interests/Achievements: Dr. Coate has had a longstanding interest in studying the metabolic aspects and molecular basis of diabetes. She obtained a 
doctoral degree in the laboratory of Dr. Alan D. Cherrington at Vanderbilt University where she found that a high-fat and high-sugar 
diet diminishes the ability of the liver to consume glucose and synthesize glycogen during conditions that mimic the fed state. This 
work was carried out by assessing glucose tracer kinetics in a large animal model of diet-induced insulin resistance and highlighted 
the key regulatory role of the liver in mitigating postprandial hyperglycemia. To expand and enhance her scientific skills and 
boundaries, she chose to pursue postdoctoral training in the joint laboratory of Drs. David Mangelsdorf and Steve Kliewer at UT 
Southwestern Medical Center. There, she created genetically engineered mouse models to study the physiology and pharmacology 
of fibroblast growth factor 21 (FGF21) in the pancreas. She discovered that FGF21 acts as a digestive enzyme secretagogue and 
protects pancreatic cells from protein-folding stress. Now she will leverage her expertise in the aforementioned areas by 
investigating how cells of the endocrine pancreas sense and respond to changes in their extracellular environment in health and 
disease. Specifically, she will study the mechanism(s) by which antagonism of glucagon action and concomitant 
hyperaminoacidemia stimulate beta cell proliferation and function in mouse and human islets. This is an important yet understudied 
pathway with direct clinical application for the treatment of diabetes.

Katie Coate, PhD

Previous Institution: Samford University

Division of Diabetes, 

Endocrinology, and Metabolism

Education/Training: Ph.D. - Vanderbilt University

Research Assistant Professor

Hometown: Rochester, NY

Previous Role/Title: Postdoctoral Fellow

Specialty: Breast Cancer Biology and Genetics

Interests/Achievements: Dr. Croessmann’s research interests include the role of mutations in the development of therapeutic resistance and the utilization of 
liquid biopsies to detect potential biomarkers. Currently, her research focuses on the role of activating ESR1 mutations in metastatic 
breast cancer patients and their potential role as a biomarker to determine treatment course.

Dr. Croessmann received a dual undergraduate degree with distinction in chemistry and studio art from the University of Virginia in 
2009. She then completed a PhD in pathobiology at Johns Hopkins School of Medicine in 2015. In 2018, Dr. Croessmann finished a 
postdoctoral research fellowship in the laboratory of Dr. Carlos Arteaga at Vanderbilt University Medical Center and joined the 
laboratory of Dr. Ben Ho Park.

Sarah Croessmann, PhD

Previous Institution: Vanderbilt University Medical Center

Division of Hematology/Oncology

Education/Training: Ph.D. - Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine
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Faculty Joining the Department of Medicine Between 7/1/2019 & 12/31/2019

Research Instructor

Hometown: Mayfield, KY

Previous Role/Title: Postdoctoral Fellow

Specialty: Cancer Biology

Interests/Achievements: In addition to glucose, breast tumors often utilize glutamine to support biomass and energetic requirements for cell proliferation and 
migration. While glutamine not only drives breast cancer cell growth, it is also a necessary amino acid for normal cell function for a 
wide range of other cells within the human body, including immune cells that target and kill cancer cells. Dr. Edwards' primary 
research focus is to investigate the microenvironmental role of glutamine metabolism in regulating tumor immunity and metastatic 
progression in breast cancer.

Deanna Edwards, PhD

Previous Institution: Vanderbilt University Medical Center

Division of Rheumatology and 

Immunology

Education/Training: Ph.D. - University of Kentucky

Assistant Professor of Clinical 

Medicine

Hometown:

Previous Role/Title: Resident

Specialty: Hospital Medicine

Interests/Achievements:

Hannah Fish-Trotter, MD

Previous Institution: Vanderbilt University Medical Center

Division of General Internal 

Medicine and Public Health

Education/Training: M.D. - University of Tennessee Health Science 
Center
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Faculty Joining the Department of Medicine Between 7/1/2019 & 12/31/2019

Assistant Professor of Clinical 

Medicine

Hometown: Chappaqua, NY

Previous Role/Title: Resident

Specialty: Internal Medicine

Interests/Achievements: Jacob grew up in a quiet town in New York. To pass the time he took a computer science class in high school and fell in love with it. 
His passion for programming brought him to Brown University, where he was poised to be a software engineer. After a few years, he 
learned that his role was to work with people and not be behind a computer. With that realization, Jacob started taking 
computational biology courses, which brought him to Stony Brook Medical School. At Stony Brook he designed an iPhone app and 
created an automated scheduling program for rotations. He completed his internal medicine residency at Vanderbilt and is looking 
forward to continuing his career at Vanderbilt.

Jacob Franco, MD

Previous Institution: Vanderbilt University Medical Center

Division of General Internal 

Medicine and Public Health

Education/Training: M.D. - Stony Brook School of Medicine

Assistant Professor

Hometown: Baton Rouge, LA

Previous Role/Title: Fellow

Specialty: Cardiovascular Medicine

Interests/Achievements: Dr. Gonzales is a general cardiologist with a special interest in valvular heart disease and cardiac imaging. She completed her 
medical school training at Rush University in Chicago, internal medicine training at Tulane University in New Orleans, and cardiology 
fellowship at Vanderbilt University Medical Center in Nashville. She is very excited to stay at Vanderbilt, where she will be involved 
with clinical education and valvular heart disease research.

Holly Gonzales, MD

Previous Institution: Vanderbilt University Medical Center

Division of Cardiovascular 

Medicine

Education/Training: M.D. - Rush University Medical College
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Faculty Joining the Department of Medicine Between 7/1/2019 & 12/31/2019

Assistant Professor

Hometown: Buenos Aires, Argentina

Previous Role/Title: Assistant in Medicine

Specialty: Internal Medicine and Pediatrics

Interests/Achievements: Dr. Dan Guiles completed his residency training in internal medicine and pediatrics at Indiana University School of Medicine. As a 
resident, he spent time in Kenya working with the Academic Model Providing Access to Healthcare (AMPATH), where he also met 
his wife. Following residency, Dr. Guiles spent two years as a primary care internist and pediatrician for Spanish-speaking patients 
at Federally Qualified Health Center in Indianapolis. He then moved to New Orleans to pursue a master’s degree in public health 
and tropical medicine at Tulane University. During his time at Tulane, Dr. Guiles worked with the Massachusetts General Hospital 
(MGH) Global Medicine Program in Uganda, completing various projects related to supporting, training, and supervising village 
health workers. He then joined MGH as the Uganda Site Director for the Global Medicine Program and spent the next two years 
working at Mbarara University's department of medicine performing clinical work, teaching, and continuing the projects with village 
health workers. In 2019, he transitioned to Vanderbilt University's Division of Internal Medicine and Pediatrics, where he works as a 
primary care provider at the One Hundred Oaks clinic. Dr. Guiles’ ultimate interest is improving global health systems through 
educational and research partnerships. He is passionate about medical education for medical students, residents, and fellows.

Daniel Guiles, MD, MPH

Previous Institution: Massachusetts General Hospital

Division of General Internal 

Medicine and Public Health

Education/Training: M.D. - Indiana University School of Medicine

M.P.H. - Tulane University

Assistant Professor

Hometown: Plantation, FL

Previous Role/Title: Fellow-Pulmonary and Critical Care

Specialty: Idiopathic Pulmonary Fibrosis and rare lung diseases

Interests/Achievements: Dr. Justin Hewlett completed his baccalaureate degree, summa cum laude, in 2008 in both microbiology and chemistry from the 
University of Florida in Gainesville, Florida. In 2008 he entered medical school at the University of Florida College of Medicine, 
receiving his MD degree in 2012. Dr. Hewlett did his residency at Vanderbilt beginning in 2012, serving as Chief Resident from 2015 
to 2016. In July of 2016, he entered Vanderbilt's fellowship program in pulmonary and critical care medicine. He is engaged in both 
basic and clinical research. He spent a year working directly with Dr. James Loyd on the evaluation and management of patients 
with interstitial lung disease, which sparked a personal interest in the care of these patients. He has been steadily working since 
2017 with Drs. Jonathan Kropski, Timothy Blackwell, and others on multiple projects pertaining to pulmonary fibrosis. In addition, he 
has worked with Drs. Fabien Maldonado and Robert Lentz to analyze the diagnostic accuracy of transbronchial cryobiopsy in 
comparison with surgical lung biopsy. Dr. Hewlett has expressed a strong interest in rare lung diseases and diagnostic evaluation of 
diffuse parenchymal lung disease. He is known for his extraordinary energy, concern for his patients' education regarding their 
condition, his focus on the accuracy and efficiency of the diagnostic process, and for volunteering whenever possible for projects 
and educational opportunities that might further clinical effectiveness. An outstanding teacher, Dr. Hewlett was awarded the Roger 
Des Prez Award for Teaching Excellence in Pulmonary and Critical Care Medicine in 2018.

Justin Hewlett, MD

Previous Institution: Vanderbilt University Medical Center

Division of Allergy, Pulmonary, 

and Critical Care Medicine

Education/Training: M.D. - University of Florida College of Medicine
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Faculty Joining the Department of Medicine Between 7/1/2019 & 12/31/2019

Assistant Professor

Hometown: Cincinnati, OH

Previous Role/Title: Clinical Fellow

Specialty: Infectious Diseases

Interests/Achievements: Dr. Paul Jacob received his BA in zoology from Miami University in Oxford, Ohio, and his MD and MPH from Tulane University in 
New Orleans. He served as Chief Resident in internal medicine at Tulane from 2015 to 2016. Dr. Jacob’s interests include 
healthcare-associated infections, drug-resistant infections, antibiotic stewardship, and travel medicine.

Paul Jacob, MD, MPH

Previous Institution: Vanderbitl University Medical Center

Division of Infectious Diseases

Education/Training: M.D. - Tulane University School of Medicine

M.P.H. - Tulane University School of Public Health

Assistant Professor

Hometown: Glendora, CA

Previous Role/Title: Blood and Marrow Transplant and Cellular 
Immunotherapy Fellow

Specialty: Hematology/Oncology

Interests/Achievements: Dr. Jayani specializes in caring for adults with hematologic malignancies with a focus on blood and marrow transplantation and 
cellular immunotherapy. She is passionate about improving the care of older adults with hematologic malignancies receiving these 
intensive therapies. She is also interested in the importance of physical activity in patients receiving transplant and cellular 
immunotherapy.

Reena Jayani, MD

Previous Institution: Moffitt Cancer Center

Division of Hematology/Oncology

Education/Training: M.D. - Medical University of Lublin
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Faculty Joining the Department of Medicine Between 7/1/2019 & 12/31/2019

Research Assistant Professor

Hometown: Memphis, TN

Previous Role/Title: Program Administrator, Department of Pediatrics

Specialty: Research into Maternal-Child Health

Interests/Achievements: Dr. Rony Jose is a Research Professor of Medicine for the Center for Asthma Research at Vanderbilt University Medical Center. Dr. 
Jose's expertise in biomedical informatics is key to design and data analysis for research projects and clinical trials, particularly in 
the area of maternal-child health. Dr. Jose obtained his MD degree at M. Heratsi Yerevan State Medical University in Yerevan, 
Armenia, in 2011. His residency was at the Yerevan State Medical University Hospital. Dr. Jose entered the Master in Public Health 
program at Emory University and received his MPH degree in 2014. At that time, Dr. Jose also received a Certificate in Maternal and 
Child Health from the Division of Epidemiology. In August of 2014, Dr. Jose relocated to the University of Tennessee Health Science 
Center (UTHSC) to serve as Program Administrator for the Department of Pediatrics. Shortly after accepting this position, he took on 
additional responsibilities as Project Manager for Methodist Le Bonheur Children's Hospital, a UTHSC-affiliated hospital. Through his 
years of experience, Dr. Jose has learned to develop strategies for population health management research. He has coordinated the 
design, development, and implementation of multiple, high-impact projects by performing preliminary research, deriving action 
points, developing processes, establishing procedures and protocols, directing communication at different stakeholder levels, and 
synthesizing reports at a community and health system level. At VUMC, Dr. Jose works with a team of highly collaborative and 
talented investigators to bring forward the research endeavors and achievements of the Center for Asthma Research.

Rony Jose, MD, MPH

Previous Institution: University of Tennessee Health Science Center

Division of Allergy, Pulmonary, 

and Critical Care Medicine

Education/Training: M.D. - M Heratsi Yerevan State Medical University

M.P.H. - Emory University

Instructor

Hometown: Chicago, IL

Previous Role/Title: Fellow-Pulmonary and Critical Care

Specialty: Pulmonary and Critical Care Medicine

Interests/Achievements: Dr. James Katsis earned his baccalaureate degree from the University of Illinois in 2008. In 2009 he entered Saint George's 
University Medical School, a private university in Grenada, West Indies, and earned his MD degree, cum laude, in 2013. He went on 
to complete his internship and residency (2013-2016) at Medstar Georgetown University Hospital in Washington, DC. Dr. Katsis 
began a fellowship program in pulmonary and critical care medicine at the University of Chicago Hospital, Chicago, Illinois, from 
2016 through June of 2019. Subsequently, Dr. Katsis was accepted to the fellowship training program at Vanderbilt in interventional 
pulmonology under the leadership of Drs. Otis Rickman and Fabien Maldonado. In concert with that fellowship program, Dr. Katsis 
holds the faculty appointment of Instructor in Medicine, which is essential for his responsibilities as a billing provider. Dr. Katsis' 
clinical responsibilities include attending on the Interventional Pulmonary Service. This activity includes care and consultation for the 
Interventional Pulmonary Service inpatients at Vanderbilt Hospital. In addition, he conducts some outpatient service in the Vanderbilt 
Interventional Pulmonology Clinic. His clinics are focused on the care of patients that need interventional pulmonology services. Dr. 
Katsis is actively engaged in clinical research and has worked on several projects within the interventional pulmonology group during 
his fellowship at Chicago. His recent research interests include pleural fluid predictors of tunneled pleural catheter-related 
pleurodesis and determining effects of extracorporeal membranous oxygenation (ECMO) on peri transplant survival for patients 
undergoing lung transportation.

James Katsis, MD

Previous Institution: University of Chicago Hospital

Division of Allergy, Pulmonary, 

and Critical Care Medicine

Education/Training: M.D. - Saint George's University
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Faculty Joining the Department of Medicine Between 7/1/2019 & 12/31/2019

Assistant Professor

Hometown: Seoul, South Korea

Previous Role/Title: Attending Physician/Instructor

Specialty: Hematology/Oncology, Leukemia/BMT

Interests/Achievements: Dr. Tae Kon Kim is interested in dissecting mechanisms of immune evasion and developing new therapeutic modalities for the 
treatment of leukemia. He has received research training under the mentorship of Dr. Lieping Chen, a pioneer in the field of immuno-
oncology responsible for key discoveries involving PD-L1 and its interaction with PD-1 in cancer patients. Dr. Kim's translational 
investigations have focused on the role of novel co-inhibitory molecules during immune evasion in leukemia. He is also interested in 
selectively inhibiting graft-versus-host disease with sparing graft-versus-leukemia by manipulating co-stimulatory and co-inhibitory 
molecules. When he's not exploring new ways to treat cancer, Dr. Kim enjoys playing golf, tennis, and skiing. His achievements 
include receiving the American Society of Hematology Scholar Award, American Society of Clinical Oncology Career Development 
Award, the EvansMDS Young Investigator Award, and the American Cancer Society Clinician Scientist Development Grant.

Tae Kon Kim, MD, PhD

Previous Institution: Yale University

Division of Hematology/Oncology

Education/Training: M.D. - Seoul National University College of Medicine

Ph.D. - University of Texas

Instructor

Hometown: Boston, MA

Previous Role/Title: Resident

Specialty: Internal Medicine and Pediatrics

Interests/Achievements: Dr. Kostelanetz’s career path has included training in a combined MD-MPH program with an additional global health research year. 
During over two years of field experience in Haiti with Partners In Health, Dr. Kostelanetz was fortunate to work alongside her Haitian 
colleagues in various projects related to quality improvement (QI) of HIV care, multidisciplinary staff training, and implementation of 
QI across surgical, medical, pediatric, and OB fields, as well as operational and systems-based research. She pursued a combined 
med-peds residency out of a commitment to building the best possible clinical foundation for systems strengthening and population 
health in the broadest sense, relevant to all age groups.  During residency training, she maintained engagement in health systems 
strengthening work through a visiting professor program with Equal Health in both Haiti and Rwanda, as well as founding the Internal 
Medicine Social Medicine Curriculum and serving as the QI Chief for Med-Peds. 

She is currently a postdoctoral fellow funded by AHRQ-Patient/pRactice Outcomes and Research in Effectiveness and Systems 
Science (PROgRESS), focusing on research to address social determinants of health and improve health equity. She is based at 
the Center for Clinical Quality and Implementation Research. Clinically, she maintains a primary care clinic in the internal medicine 
and pediatrics practice and serves as a hospitalist for the Internal Medicine section of Hospital Medicine.

Sophia Kostelanetz, MD, MPH

Previous Institution: Vanderbilt University Medical Center

Division of General Internal 

Medicine and Public Health

Education/Training: M.D. - Tufts University School of Medicine

M.P.H. - Tufts University School of Medicine
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Faculty Joining the Department of Medicine Between 7/1/2019 & 12/31/2019

Assistant Professor of Clinical 

Medicine

Hometown: Rockville, MD

Previous Role/Title:

Specialty: Internal Medicine

Interests/Achievements: Dr. Krishnan received his bachelor's degree from Grinnell College and graduated AOA from Georgetown University School of 
Medicine. He completed his residency in internal medicine at Vanderbilt University Medical Center, where he researched fluid 
resuscitation strategies in septic patients in the intensive care unit. He also led a procedure course on central lines and has an 
interest in resident physician and medical student education. 

While at Grinnell College, he played water polo and met his future wife, a clinical psychologist. They have a young daughter and a 
black lab. When away from the hospital, he enjoys going to the pool with his daughter, playing tennis and golf, and watching almost 
any sport.

Nathan Krishnan, MD

Previous Institution:

Division of General Internal 

Medicine and Public Health

Education/Training: M.D. - Georgetown University School of Medicine

Assistant Professor of Clinical 

Medicine

Hometown: Riverton, IL

Previous Role/Title: Chief Resident

Specialty: Internal Medicine

Interests/Achievements: Dr. Lewis was born and raised in rural Illinois. She obtained a BS degree from the University of Illinois Champaign-Urbana and her 
MD from Southern Illinois University School of Medicine. She completed her internal medicine residency training at the University of 
Illinois at Chicago (UIC). She stayed on at UIC for an additional year as Chief Resident. When deciding future career goals, she and 
her husband made a leap of faith and chose to move away from their home state. They migrated south to Nashville, taking 
advantage of the outdoors while also having the amenities of city life. She has a passion for bedside ultrasound, clinical education 
and teaching trainees, and serving vulnerable and under-served populations.

Michelle Lewis, MD

Previous Institution: University of Illinois at Chicago

Division of General Internal 

Medicine and Public Health

Education/Training: M.D. - Southern Illinois University School of Medicine
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Faculty Joining the Department of Medicine Between 7/1/2019 & 12/31/2019

Assistant Professor of Clinical 

Medicine

Hometown: Hoover, AL

Previous Role/Title: Resident

Specialty: Internal Medicine

Interests/Achievements: Dr. Helen Lin was born and raised in the great metropolitan area of Birmingham, Alabama. She attended the University of Alabama 
in Birmingham where she earned her BS in molecular biology with minors in chemistry and linguistics, followed by her MD from the 
University of Alabama School of Medicine. Dr. Lin completed her internal medicine residency training at the Virginia Commonwealth 
University Health System in Richmond, Virginia, where she served on the Resident Quality Improvement Council. When away from 
work, she enjoys getting out in the world through day hikes, the good scene, and learning new skills such as archery.

Helen Lin, MD

Previous Institution: Virginia Commonwealth University Health System

Division of General Internal 

Medicine and Public Health

Education/Training: M.D. - University of Alabama School of Medicine

Assistant Professor of Clinical 

Medicine

Hometown: Jakarta, Indonesia

Previous Role/Title: Medical Resident

Specialty: Internal Medicine

Interests/Achievements: Dr. Bhavish R. Manwani grew up in Jakarta, Indonesia, before moving to the US in 2006. He then received his BSc in biotechnology 
from Rutgers University and his MD from Chicago Medical School. His journey across the US continued as he moved to Houston, 
Texas, and completed his internship and residency in internal medicine at Baylor College of Medicine. He recently moved to 
Nashville to join the Vanderbilt faculty in the Division of Hospital Medicine. Dr. Manwani is very excited about beginning his career in 
academic medicine and will continue to focus his efforts on providing excellent care to his patients and pursuing his passion in QI 
research and point of care ultrasound. When away from work, he enjoys playing soccer, reading, and spending time with his wife 
and their 13-lb rambunctious puppy.

Bhavish Manwani, MD

Previous Institution: Baylor College of Medicine

Division of General Internal 

Medicine and Public Health

Education/Training: M.D. - Chicago Medical School
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Faculty Joining the Department of Medicine Between 7/1/2019 & 12/31/2019

Instructor

Hometown: Roy, Utah

Previous Role/Title: Clinical Fellow

Specialty: Infectious Diseases

Interests/Achievements: Leslie Meenderink, MD, PhD, studies how the intestinal epithelium establishes and maintains a barrier against intestinal microbes. 
Enterocytes are the most abundant intestinal epithelial cell type and are coated with approximately 2,000 small hair-like protrusions, 
known as microvilli, that not only facilitate nutrient absorption, but also serve as a protective barrier from the millions of bacteria 
concentrated inside the gut. Microvilli are the initial site of contact between intestinal epithelial cells and luminal bacteria. 
Perturbations in microvillar structure and density result in nutrient malabsorption and osmotic diarrhea as seen in IBD and infection 
with pathogenic bacteria. Using a combination of human tissue, mouse models, and tissue culture in combination with advanced 
light and electron microscopy techniques, Dr. Meenderink seeks to understand how the intestinal epithelial interacts with commensal 
bacteria and defends against pathogenic microbes.

Leslie Meenderink, MD, PhD

Previous Institution: Vanderbilt University Medical Center

Division of Infectious Diseases

Education/Training: M.D. - Vanderbilt University School of Medicine

Ph.D. - Vanderbilt University

Instructor in Clinical Medicine

Hometown: Washington, DC

Previous Role/Title:

Specialty: Family Medicine

Interests/Achievements: Dr. Cecily Montgomery is interested in women's health and preventive medicine.

Cecily Montgomery, MD

Previous Institution:

Division of General Internal 

Medicine and Public Health

Education/Training: M.D. - Howard University College of Medicine
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Faculty Joining the Department of Medicine Between 7/1/2019 & 12/31/2019

Assistant Professor

Hometown: Chattanooga, TN

Previous Role/Title: Fellow

Specialty: Gastroenterology

Interests/Achievements: Rishi Naik was born and raised in Chattanooga, Tennessee, and graduated summa cum laude from the University of Tennessee at 
Chattanooga. He has been lucky to call Vanderbilt his home since 2009. He graduated Alpha Omega Alpha from Vanderbilt Medical 
School, completed internship and residency at Vanderbilt, and was selected as Vanderbilt’s chief fellow for his gastroenterology 
fellowship. During his time as a fellow, he completed the Master in Science and Clinical Investigation (MSCI) program, which has 
provided a framework for enhancing clinical research and better patient care. In his third year of fellowship, he was selected to serve 
as the editorial fellow for Gastroenterology, an in-depth role in the editorial and publication process of high-impact manuscripts. He 
is a rare Quintuple Dore for his training at Vanderbilt. 

His research interests involve novel therapies for patients with esophageal disease, including understanding the etiology and 
treatment of achalasia, eosinophilic esophagitis, and extraesophageal reflux disease. In collaboration with Vanderbilt’s Imaging 
Mass Spectrometry team and Vanderbilt’s Pathology Division, his group has discovered novel dysregulated proteins and lipids in the 
pathogenesis of achalasia. Building on this work, he is also evaluating patient genetic sequencing and phenomics to correlate with 
proteomic research and physiological patient data. By better understanding the etiologies of diseases, Dr. Naik hopes to personalize 
treatment based on symptoms and diagnosis to provide the correct therapy to fit all patients’ needs.

Rishi Naik, MD, MSCI

Previous Institution: Vanderbilt University Medical Center

Division of Gastroenterology, 

Hepatology, and Nutrition

Education/Training: M.D. - Vanderbilt University School of Medicine

M.S.C.I. - Vanderbilt University

Instructor

Hometown: Houston, TX

Previous Role/Title: Postdoctoral Clinical Research Fellow

Specialty: Nephrology

Interests/Achievements:

Devika Nair, MD, MSCI

Previous Institution: Vanderbilt University Medical Center

Division of Nephrology and 

Hypertension

Education/Training: M.D. - Tulane University

M.S.C.I. - Vanderbilt University School of Medicine
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Faculty Joining the Department of Medicine Between 7/1/2019 & 12/31/2019

Research Instructor

Hometown: Pensacola, FL

Previous Role/Title: Postdoctoral Fellow

Specialty: Cell and Gene Therapy

Interests/Achievements: Dr. O’Neil is a molecular biologist with more than 15 years of research experience in molecular neuroscience, immunology, and 
genetic engineering. The major goal of his research program is to develop cell therapies that provide durable or curative treatments 
for disease. His previous work has been focused on studying the molecular etiology of neurological disorders and developing 
immune cell-based therapeutic platforms for applications in nephrology and oncology. These experiences have provided Dr. O’Neil 
with the broad knowledge of human physiology and pre-clinical models, as well as the expertise in genetic and cellular engineering, 
necessary to develop novel therapeutic approaches.

Richard Oneil, PhD

Previous Institution: Vanderbilt University Medical Center

Division of Nephrology and 

Hypertension

Education/Training: Ph.D. - Vanderbilt Universtiy

Assistant Professor of Clinical 

Medicine

Hometown: Miami, FL

Previous Role/Title: Assistant Professor of Clinical Medicine

Specialty: Hospital Medicine

Interests/Achievements: Dr. Ontenient recently joined the faculty in the Division of General Internal Medicine in the Section of Hospital Medicine at Vanderbilt 
University Medical Center. Born and raised in Miami, FL, he graduated from the University of Florida with a degree in biochemistry. 
He attended medical school at the University of Louisville, where he met his wife. Together, they couples-matched at the University 
of Alabama at Birmingham (UAB), he in internal medicine and she in pediatrics. Afterwards, he stayed on as faculty at UAB as a 
hospitalist attending, while she completed her fellowship in pediatric hospital medicine. Dr. Ontenient's academic interests include 
clinical education and patient-centered care. Outside of medicine, he enjoys playing and watching sports, listening to podcasts, 
traveling, and spending time with his family and friends.

Daniel Ontenient, MD

Previous Institution: University of Alabama at Birmingham

Division of General Internal 

Medicine and Public Health

Education/Training: M.D. - University of Louisville School of Medicine
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Faculty Joining the Department of Medicine Between 7/1/2019 & 12/31/2019

Instructor

Hometown: Rexford, NY

Previous Role/Title: Fellow-Gastroenterology, Hepatology and Nutrition

Specialty: Gastroenterology, Hepatology and Nutrition

Interests/Achievements: Dr. Pabla is a gastroenterologist with a clinical interest in interventional inflammatory bowel disease (IBD). His research interests 
include investigating optimization of biologic therapy to improve patient-centered outcomes in IBD and studying the role of 
transabdominal ultrasound for the detection and management of IBD.

Baldeep Pabla, MD

Previous Institution: Vanderbilt University Medical Center

Division of Gastroenterology, 

Hepatology, and Nutrition

Education/Training: M.D. - Vanderbilt University School of Medicine

Assistant Professor

Hometown: Seoul, South Korea

Previous Role/Title: Postdoctoral Fellow

Specialty: Spine Development, Carbohydrate Biology

Interests/Achievements: Dr. Peck received her doctorate in chemical biology from Harvard University, where she developed novel molecular evolution 
techniques to study protein-protein interactions and protein function. Her interests in macromolecular chemistry led her to pursue 
postdoctoral research in lysosomal storage disorders and pathological consequences of dysregulated metabolism, which resulted in 
an NIH F32 postdoctoral fellowship award in investigating failed vertebral bone formation in mucopolysaccharidoses (MPS) 
disorders as a consequence of aberrant glycosaminoglycan metabolism. Through this award, Dr. Peck elucidated molecular 
mechanisms underlying failed bone formation during development in MPS, which has led to large animal model studies assessing 
potential therapeutic strategies. During her postdoctoral fellowship in the Department of Orthopaedic Surgery at the University of 
Pennsylvania, Dr. Peck also made important contributions to the field of disc biology by elucidating the transcriptomic profile of early 
disc development, which has significant implications in addressing the substantial clinical need for treating disc degeneration. Dr. 
Peck’s overall research interests are to combine her chemistry background with her postdoctoral experience in musculoskeletal 
biology to investigate carbohydrate-mediated signaling in spine development and homeostasis, to determine how dysfunction in 
these signals lead to degeneration and diseased states, and to develop biologic and engineering approaches to regenerative 
therapies for musculoskeletal tissues. In addition to her research activities, Dr. Peck is dedicated to serving the scientific community 
at large and is a member of the American Society of Bone and Mineral Research Early Stage Investigator subcommittee and is 
serving as the chair for the 2020 Musculoskeletal Biology and Bioengineering Gordon Research Seminar.

Sun Peck, PhD

Previous Institution: Perelman School of Medicine, University of 
Pennsylvania

Division of Clinical Pharmacology

Education/Training: Ph.D. - Harvard University
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Faculty Joining the Department of Medicine Between 7/1/2019 & 12/31/2019

Research Assistant Professor

Hometown: Nashville, TN

Previous Role/Title: Research Assistant Professor

Specialty: Molecular Biology, Immunology, Biochemistry, Cell 
Biology

Interests/Achievements: Dr. Tetyana Pedchenko’s research interests include inflammation and immunity and their interplay underlying various diseases. She 
studied the macrophage regulation of lung inflammation, and her main research objective is to understand and target the 
mechanisms involved at the molecular and sub-cellular levels. Dr. Pedchenko’s longstanding research interest is the mechanism of 
autoimmune diseases. She conducted the study showing the IgM response to lung cancer development and investigating the role of 
autoreactive, pathogenic B cells in type 1 diabetes. Her research has spanned basic preclinical models to human studies.

Tetyana Pedchenko, PhD

Previous Institution: Vanderbilt University Medical Center

Division of Nephrology and 

Hypertension

Education/Training: Ph.D. - Institute of Pharmacology & Toxicology

Assistant Professor

Hometown: Lawton, OK

Previous Role/Title: Staff Scientist

Specialty: Biogenergetics and Metablolic Pathways

Interests/Achievements: A three-time Oklahoma State University (OSU) alumna, she earned both a nutritional sciences master’s (2009) and PhD from the 
College of Human Sciences (2014) and also holds a bachelor’s degree in biochemistry (2007). In addition, Dr. Rendina-Ruedy did 
her postdoctoral training both at the Vanderbilt Center for Bone Biology at the Vanderbilt University Medical Center and Maine 
Medical Center Research Institute. Dr. Rendina-Ruedy’s research training has been deeply rooted in bone biology with an emphasis 
in nutritional biochemistry. 

As an OSU graduate student, Dr. Rendina-Ruedy’s research focused on how bioactive components in food alter bone metabolism in 
the context of several model systems, including ovarian hormone deficiency, chronic inflammation, and diet-induced obesity. She 
also received a predoctoral grant to conduct research on the role of autophagy in bone metabolism through a study that looked at 
the links between childhood obesity and early bone health. Dr. Rendina-Ruedy was named Human Sciences Outstanding PhD 
Student in 2013 and was recently named as one of ten international recipients of the 2019 John Haddad Young Investigator Award 
from the American Society for Bone and Mineral Research. The current focus of the Rendina-Ruedy lab is to develop a 
comprehensive understanding of how metabolic pathways impact bone health, with the vision to translate these data to new 
treatments that can improve the quality of life for patients with compromised bone health.

Elizabeth Rendina-Ruedy, PhD

Previous Institution: Maine Medical Center Research Institute

Division of Clinical Pharmacology

Education/Training: Ph.D. - Oklahoma State University
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Faculty Joining the Department of Medicine Between 7/1/2019 & 12/31/2019

Assistant Professor

Hometown: Englewood, FL

Previous Role/Title: Chief Clinical Fellow - Cardiovascular 
Electrophysiology

Specialty: Cardiovascular Electrophysiology

Interests/Achievements: Dr. Richardson earned his medical doctorate at the University of Florida. He completed his internal medicine residency, chief 
residence in internal medicine, cardiovascular medicine fellowship, and cardiovascular electrophysiology fellowship at Vanderbilt 
University Medical Center. His clinical and research interests are in the treatment of cardiac rhythm disorders, specifically ventricular 
tachycardia and atrial fibrillation. He has a particular interest in catheter ablation for these conditions as well as defibrillator 
management in patients with left ventricular assist devices. He has completed research in the areas of cardiac lead management, 
ablation of atrial fibrillation, ventricular tachycardia management, and ICD programming.

Travis Richardson, MD

Previous Institution: Vanderbilt University Medical Center

Division of Cardiovascular 

Medicine

Education/Training: M.D. - University of Florida College of Medicine

Assistant Professor of Clinical 

Medicine

Hometown: North Potomac, MD

Previous Role/Title: Resident

Specialty: Internal Medicine

Interests/Achievements: Dr. Scanlan received her BS in chemical engineering from the University of Notre Dame and her MD from the University of 
Pittsburgh. She completed her residency at Vanderbilt where she developed her interest in hospitalist medicine. She is very excited 
to join the Vanderbilt hospitalist team. When not at work, Bethany enjoys spending time with her family, running, baking, and 
watching HGTV.

Bethany Scanlan, MD

Previous Institution: Vanderbilt University Medical Center

Division of General Internal 

Medicine and Public Health

Education/Training: M.D. - University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine
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Faculty Joining the Department of Medicine Between 7/1/2019 & 12/31/2019

Assistant Professor

Hometown: Santa Barbara, CA

Previous Role/Title: Chief Academic Fellow for Hematology/Oncology

Specialty: Medical Oncology

Interests/Achievements: Dr. Schaffer specializes in treating genitourinary cancers. Recognizing that genetics is playing an increasingly important role in 
cancer diagnosis and treatment, Dr. Schaffer has a developed special interest and expertise in prostate cancer genetics, familial 
cancer syndromes, and precision therapy. Her research has focused on the use of genetic testing in prostate cancer. Dr. Schaffer’s 
ultimate goal is to improve outcomes in prostate cancer through increased access to genetic testing and new therapies.   Outside of 
her work life, Dr. Schaffer enjoys music, being outdoors, and spending time with her husband and kids.

Kerry Schaffer, MD

Previous Institution: University of Rochester Medical Center

Division of Hematology/Oncology

Education/Training: M.D. - University of Virginia School of Medicine

Instructor

Hometown: Baltimore, MD

Previous Role/Title: Fellow-Transfusion Medicine

Specialty: Benign Hematology; Transfusion Medicine

Interests/Achievements: Dr. Sharma is a hematology and transfusion medicine physician whose research is focused on understanding reproductive health-
related morbidity in women with sickle cell disease. Under the mentorship of Drs. Michael DeBaun and Adetola Kassim, she 
demonstrated that a subset of women with sickle cell disease experience recurrent acute pain episodes associated with 
menstruation. Her current research is focused on developing evidence-based strategies to manage acute pain episodes in this 
understudied population of women. She is the recipient of multiple grants and awards, including Celgene Future Leaders in 
Hematology, NIH Loan Repayment Award, HemeOnc Today’s Next Gen Innovators, and Foundation for Women and Girls with 
Blood Disorders Award for Fellows and Junior Faculty. She is a graduate of the American Society of Hematology Clinical Research 
Training Institute (ASH CRTI) and a current member of the American Society of Hematology Recruitment and Retention Workforce. 
In her spare time, Dr. Sharma likes to learn new languages, read about American history, and spend time with her son and husband.

Deva Sharma, MD

Previous Institution: Vanderbilt University Medical Center

Division of Hematology/Oncology

Education/Training: M.D. - University of Maryland School of Medicine

Assistant Professor

Hometown: Dezhou, China

Previous Role/Title: Fellow

Specialty: Cardiology

Interests/Achievements: Dr. Song is a physician-scientist in the Division of Cardiovascular Medicine. His clinical interests include consultative and general 
cardiology with a particular interest in preventative cardiology and lipidology. He is board-certified in internal medicine, clinical 
lipidology, and board-eligible for cardiovascular medicine. He discovered and characterized two novel classes of oxidized bioactive 
lipids from omega-3 fatty acids, EPA, and DHA. He is currently funded by an NIH K08 grant studying the impact of dysfunctional 
HDL on platelet function and in vivo thrombosis. His research focus is on exploring the complex interplay of the bioactive lipids and 
lipoproteins such as HDL particles. Dr. Song also has interest in studying the protective mechanism of omega-3 fatty acids in the 
cardiovascular system, particularly in metabolic syndrome.

Wenliang Song, MD

Previous Institution: Vanderbilt University Medical Center

Division of Cardiovascular 

Medicine

Education/Training: M.D. - Shandong University
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Faculty Joining the Department of Medicine Between 7/1/2019 & 12/31/2019

Associate Professor

Hometown: Baton Rouge, LA

Previous Role/Title: Assistant Professor of Medicine

Specialty: Obesity Medicine, Internal Medicine, Pediatrics

Interests/Achievements: Dr. Gitanjali Srivastava is an Obesity Medicine Specialist (formerly at Florida Hospital) and Founding Director of the Center for 
Obesity Medicine, a successful multidisciplinary and specialized hospital-affiliated adult and pediatric practice established in late 
2013. In 2017, she joined Boston University as the Director of the Obesity Medicine and Nutrition Fellowship Program and Obesity 
Medicine Education and then went on to become Co-Chair of the Obesity Medicine Fellowship Development Committee as part of 
the Obesity Medicine Council of Fellowship Directors in 2018. She is past Chair of the Clinical Management Section of the Obesity 
Society and former Associate Professor of Medicine at the University of Central Florida College of Medicine in Orlando, Florida. She 
is triple-board-certified in internal medicine, pediatrics, and obesity medicine.  

Dr. Srivastava has special interests in advancing multidisciplinary treatment of obesity and its complications, obesity 
pharmacotherapy, pregnancy and obesity (women’s health), pediatric weight management, and clinical engineering of obesity care 
models. She earned her medical degree from Louisiana State University School of Medicine in New Orleans and completed her 
residency in the combined internal medicine and pediatrics program at Mount Sinai Hospital in New York. Dr. Srivastava received 
advanced training in obesity medicine and clinical nutrition during her fellowship at Massachusetts General Hospital and Harvard 
Medical School in Boston. While completing her fellowship at Massachusetts General Hospital, Dr. Srivastava spear-headed the first 
American Board of Obesity Medicine Curriculum for Fellows and the Blackburn Board Review Component. She is a 2012 Diplomate 
of the American Board of Obesity Medicine.

Gitanjali Srivastava, MD

Previous Institution: Boston University

Division of Diabetes, 

Endocrinology, and Metabolism

Education/Training: M.D. - Louisiana State University

Instructor

Hometown: Birmingham, AL

Previous Role/Title: Chief Resident Quality and Safety

Specialty: Infectious Diseases

Interests/Achievements: Dr. Staub's interests include quality improvement of healthcare systems and patient safety, antimicrobial stewardship, and infection 
prevention. She hopes to unite these interests by pursuing research in how to develop effective antimicrobial stewardship in the 
outpatient setting across healthcare systems and communities. Dr. Staub was awarded the Leadership in Epidemiology, 
Antimicrobial Stewardship, and Public Health (LEAP) Fellowship (2018-2019). She served as Chief Resident of Quality and Safety at 
the Veterans Affairs Puget Sound Healthcare System and the University of Washington (2016-2017).

Milner Staub, MD

Previous Institution: Veterans Affairs Puget Sound Healthcare System

Division of Infectious Diseases

Education/Training: M.D. - University of Alabama
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Faculty Joining the Department of Medicine Between 7/1/2019 & 12/31/2019

Instructor

Hometown: Crossville, TN

Previous Role/Title: Postdoctoral Fellow Trainee

Specialty: Allergy and Immunology

Interests/Achievements: Cosby Allen Stone, Jr., received his baccalaureate degree, magna cum laude, in mathematics from Vanderbilt University in 2004. 
He obtained his MD and MPH degrees in 2010 from the University of Alabama Schools of Medicine and Public Health, Birmingham, 
Alabama. During this period (2008-2009), he worked in Dar Es Salaam, Tanzania, supported as a Fogarty International Clinical 
Research Scholar. He did his internship and residency at Yale in internal medicine and pediatrics, serving as chief resident in 2014. 
In July of 2014, Dr. Stone entered the Vanderbilt fellowship training program in allergy and immunology and completed that program 
in June of 2019. Dr. Stone has expertise in epidemiology, clinical drug allergy, and translational mechanistic projects in drug and 
vaccine allergy. Dr. Stone is engaged in pioneering clinical/translational research specifically focused on beta lactam antibiotic 
allergies with a secondary interest in immediate excipient allergies to alpha-gal and polyethylene glycols/polysorbates. Dr. Stone has 
been lauded for his human touch as a clinician. He is not only an exceptional physician, but his warm, personal style, combined with 
a tireless, solid commitment to his patients, contribute to his effectiveness on the whole. He has been interviewed more than 10 
times by regional print and television media and nationally by National Geographic, US News and World Report, the NPR radio 
network, and the New York Times. He is fluent in Spanish and has a strong interest in languages, poetry, writing, and history.

Cosby Stone, Jr, MD, MPH

Previous Institution: Vanderbilt University Medical Center

Division of Allergy, Pulmonary, 

and Critical Care Medicine

Education/Training: M.D. - University of Alabama

M.P.H. - University of Alabama

Assistant Professor

Hometown: Princeton Junction, NJ

Previous Role/Title: Instructor in Medicine

Specialty: Lung Transplant

Interests/Achievements: Dr. Anil Trindade is Assistant Professor of Medicine and Associate Medical Director for Lung Transplant at Vanderbilt University 
Medical Center. He received his MD degree from Duke University and went on to complete his residency at Johns Hopkins 
University. Following residency, he completed fellowship training in pulmonary and critical care medicine at Harvard Medical School. 
During this period, he worked under the mentorship of prominent Harvard professor, Dr. Elizabeth Henske, Director of the Center for 
LAM Research and Clinical Care and Co-Director of the Pulmonary Genetics Center. Dr. Trindade was appointed to the Harvard 
Medical School faculty in 2012, rejoining in 2017 after serving in private practice and at Tufts University and Columbia.  After 
returning to Harvard, he was appointed Associate Medical Director of the Lung Transplant Program at Brigham and Women's 
Hospital. Dr. Trindade has a deep and broad knowledge of pulmonary and critical care medicine and lung transplantation. His record 
as a clinician reflects numerous clinical innovations, all designed for quality improvement in patient care. At Harvard he began a 
deliberate effort to improve patient outcomes, developing care algorithms to an area of pulmonary medicine historically lacking any 
evidence-based approaches. His dedication to seeking answers and to question existing care paradigms allowed the development of 
multiple care “pathways,” which lead to significant standardization and improvement of care. Dr. Trindade has extensive experience 
in classroom teaching, clinical supervision, and teaching of residents and fellows. He has received honors and awards steadily 
throughout his academic career, including Phi Beta Kappa, an Honors' Thesis from Duke, an ATS travel award, and a recognition for 
Excellence in Tutoring from Harvard Medical School.

Anil Trindade, MD

Previous Institution: Harvard Medical School

Division of Allergy, Pulmonary, 

and Critical Care Medicine

Education/Training: M.D. - Duke University School of Medicine
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Faculty Joining the Department of Medicine Between 7/1/2019 & 12/31/2019

Assistant Professor

Hometown: Raleigh, NC

Previous Role/Title: Clinical Fellow

Specialty: Pediatric Cardiology and Adult Congenital Heart 
Disease

Interests/Achievements: Dr. Weingarten earned her undergraduate Bachelor of Science in biomedical engineering at Virginia Commonwealth University 
(magna cum laude with university honors). She went on to complete her medical degree at Virginia Commonwealth University 
School of Medicine. She completed her residency in internal medicine and pediatrics at the University of Chicago prior to coming to 
Vanderbilt for her training in pediatric cardiology and adult congenital heart disease. During her fellowship, she earned her master's 
degree in clinical investigation and was funded on the T32 training grant. Her clinical and research interest is in single ventricle 
survivorship, particularly as it relates to Fontan physiology. Recent studies suggest that Fontan failure is a multi-organ system 
disease that requires multi-disciplinary care and research. Dr. Weingarten's current research interest is in the phenotypes of Fontan 
failure in adolescence and adulthood with particular focus on the lymphatic complications.

Angela Weingarten, MD, MSCI

Previous Institution: Vanderbilt Heart and Vascular Institute

Division of Cardiovascular 

Medicine

Education/Training: M.D. - Virginia Commonwealth University School of 
Medicine

M.S.C.I. - Vanderbilt University School of Medicine

Assistant Professor of Clinical 

Medicine

Hometown: Selma, AL

Previous Role/Title: Internal Medicine Resident

Specialty: Internal Medicine

Interests/Achievements: Dr. Willis recently joined the Vanderbilt faculty in the Division of General Internal Medicine and Public Health. She is originally from 
Selma, Alabama, and received her BS in animal sciences from Auburn University with a focus in veterinary medicine. She then 
completed a post-graduate year at Auburn University studying the medical disparities facing rural populations across Alabama. This 
confirmed her interest in medicine, and she attended medical school at the University of Alabama School of Medicine. She recently 
completed her internal medicine residency at Baylor Scott and White in Temple, Texas, and is excited to be joining the Vanderbilt 
team. Her interest is in hospitalist medicine with the goal of being involved in medical education.

Jessica Willis, MD

Previous Institution: Baylor Scott and White

Division of General Internal 

Medicine and Public Health

Education/Training: M.D. - University of Alabama
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Faculty Joining the Department of Medicine Between 7/1/2019 & 12/31/2019

Assistant Professor

Hometown: Pelham, NY

Previous Role/Title: Resident Physician

Specialty: Internal Medicine and Pediatrics

Interests/Achievements: Dr. Wolf joined the Vanderbilt Internal Medicine-Pediatrics faculty with the goal of providing comprehensive, high-quality primary 
care to patients of all ages. After growing up in New York, she received her BA from Dartmouth College, completed medical school 
at Vanderbilt, and did her residency at UPMC in Pittsburgh, PA. In residency, she focused on community healthcare and has been 
interested in exploring the role of addiction in the mother/baby relationship. She met her husband while in medical school at 
Vanderbilt, and they have two wonderful children. In her spare time, she enjoys ice skating, running, and spending time with family.

Rachel Wolf, MD

Previous Institution: University of Pittsburgh Medical Center

Division of General Internal 

Medicine and Public Health

Education/Training: M.D. - Vanderbilt University School of Medicine

Research Assistant Professor

Hometown: Singapore

Previous Role/Title: Research Scientist

Specialty: Cancer Translational Research

Interests/Achievements: Dr. Wong is a cancer genetics scientist with particular interest and experience in next generation sequencing and digital droplet PCR 
for early detection of cancer. Dr. Wong has studied the genetics of male breast cancer and molecular testing of measurable residual 
disease in acute myeloid leukemia.

Hong Yuen Wong, PhD

Previous Institution: Johns Hopkins School of Medicine

Division of Hematology/Oncology

Education/Training: Ph.D. - Johns Hopkins University
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Faculty Joining the Department of Medicine Between 7/1/2019 & 12/31/2019

Research Assistant Professor

Hometown: Tokyo, Japan

Previous Role/Title: Senior Scientist

Specialty: Pharmacology, Cell Biology, Molecular Biology

Interests/Achievements: In the field of nephrology research, several important questions have not been answered. Among them, Dr. Yamaguchi is 
particularly interested in the mechanism of renal anemia and renal protective potential of hypoxia-inducible factors (HIFs). Anemia is 
a common symptom in patients with end-stage chronic kidney disease (CKD) whose serum erythropoietin (EPO) level is not high 
enough for the normal erythropoiesis. Recent studies have revealed that renal EPO-producing cells still maintain EPO-producing 
activity even in late-stage CKD patients. Therefore, some other unknown events are also involved in the suppression of normal 
erythropoiesis. By precisely analyzing gene expression and signal transduction in individual cells in healthy and damaged kidneys, 
Dr. Yamaguchi believes he will have a more complete picture of renal anemia. 

Exposure to hypoxia has been reported to suppress disease progression or to induce tissue repair in some mouse models. 
However, continuous and high-level induction of HIF may induce detrimental effects as shown in a mouse model of pulmonary 
hypertension. Dr. Yamaguchi’s primary goal is to identify optimal conditions under which hypoxia response maximizes the beneficial 
effects, leading to the discovery of novel therapeutic strategies to treat kidney diseases. His experience of drug discovery and 
development in pharmaceutical companies is key in conducting these studies.

Kyoji Yamaguchi, PhD

Previous Institution: Daichi Sankyo Co., Ltd.

Division of Nephrology and 

Hypertension

Education/Training: Ph.D. - Nagoya University

Assistant Professor

Hometown: Dallas, TX

Previous Role/Title: Advanced Endoscopy Fellow

Specialty: Advanced Endoscopy

Interests/Achievements: Dr. Juliana Yang is an Assistant Professor at the Vanderbilt University Medical Center in the Division of Gastroenterology. She 
completed medical school and internal medicine training at the Medical College of Wisconsin, followed by fellowship in 
gastroenterology and hepatology at the University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center in Dallas. After her GI fellowship, she 
completed a two-year fellowship in advanced and therapeutic endoscopy at Johns Hopkins University in Baltimore, Maryland. She is 
trained in endoscopic procedures including ERCP, diagnostic and therapeutic EUS, endoscopic mucosal resection, enteral stenting, 
and a wide range of other advanced GI procedures.

Dr. Yang has special training and interest in weight loss therapies and is excited to be able to offer these therapies to patients. 
Procedures performed include endoscopic sleeve gastroplasty (ESG) and transoral outlet reduction (TORe), as well as other 
emerging therapies in bariatric and therapeutic endoscopy. 

Dr. Yang is fluent in English and Chinese (Mandarin). She has spoken at multiple national and international conferences and has 
authored more the 30 publications published in peer-reviewed journals.

Juliana Yang, MD

Previous Institution: Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine

Division of Gastroenterology, 

Hepatology, and Nutrition

Education/Training: M.D. - Medical College of Wisconsin
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Assistant Professor of Clinical 

Medicine

Hometown: Nashville, TN

Previous Role/Title: Invasive Cardiologist

Specialty: Cardiology

Interests/Achievements: Dr. Young is a clinical cardiologist committed to providing high-quality, state-of-the-art cardiac care to his patients with a focus on 
primary prevention, as well as ongoing care for those with ischemic heart disease, congestive heart failure, valvular heart disease, 
and arrhythmias.

Kevin Young, MD

Previous Institution: St. Thomas Heart Franklin

Division of Cardiovascular 

Medicine

Education/Training: M.D. - Meharry Medical College

Assistant in Medicine

Hometown: Hendersonville, TN

Previous Role/Title: LifeFlight Nurse

Specialty: Acute Care and Emergency Medicine

Interests/Achievements: Daniel J. Ford, MSN, RN, joins the department faculty as Assistant in Medicine. He functions as a nurse practitioner on the MICU 
critical care team. Mr. Ford joined VUMC's LifeFlight program as a flight nurse in August of 2014 and served in that position for five 
years. His previous experience has been as a staff nurse or travel nurse in Florida, Virginia, and (briefly) Tennessee. Daniel Ford 
received his baccalaureate degree in nursing from the University of South Florida, Tampa, Florida, in July of 2007, at which time he 
became a registered nurse. From that time until he entered the Vanderbilt University School of Nursing in August of 2016, he 
acquired licensure and certification important to his profession, including advanced cardiovascular life support, pediatric advanced 
life support, trauma nursing core training, emergency nurse certification, certification as a critical care registered nurse, neonatal 
resuscitation training, flight nurse certification, and emergency medical technician training. Mr. Ford graduated from Vanderbilt 
University School of Nursing in August of 2019, earning an MS. degree in nursing, with an adult-gerontology acute care practitioner 
and intensivist focus. He became credentialed by the American Nurses Credentialing Center as an Adult-Gerontology Acute Care 
Nurse Practitioner upon graduation. Dan is a member of the Emergency Nurses Association, the American Association of Critical 
Care Nurses, the Air and Surface Transport Nurses Association, and the American Association of Nurse Practitioners. He is also a 
member of Vanderbilt's Iota Chapter of Sigma Theta Tau, an international honor society.

Daniel Ford, MSN

Previous Institution: Vanerbilt University Medical Center

Division of Allergy, Pulmonary, 

and Critical Care Medicine

Education/Training: M.S.N. - Vanderbilt University School of Nursing
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